The Development of

the London Smmf ess Letter Post
in pre-UPU fimes

Background

The first postal service in England was founded by the
Romans in the first century AD. The carriers delivered
messages directly from the sender to the receiver. This ser-
vice was only for the government and the military admin-
istration.

When the Romans withdrew from England during
the fifth century, their postal service was also termi-
nated. The bishops, the abbots, the nobility and the cit-
ies developed postal services for their own purposes.

The trading increased during the Middle Ages and si-
multaneously multiplied the amount of the transporters of
goods. At first, those transporters delivered letters locally
but gradually they networked. Then letters could be sent
far away using several couriers. This way of delivering
messages turned out to be so reliable that even common
people could trust those couriers. The central point of the
transporters network was London.

The aim of the collection

The exhibit illustrates the development and variety of
postal markings and services of the most important Post
Office of the British Empire. It comprises stampless letters
sent to, from and within London by the Private and Public
Posts before the founding of the UPU.

The development is illustrated through the postmarks,
other markings made on the cover of the letters and postal

rates, because those were the things that were visible to
the senders and receivers of the letter from the handling
of the letter.

The exhibit also illustrates that, according to the regula-
tions, the postage could still be paid for several years with
money without using stamps, even though the stamps
had been introduced.

Abbreviations, typography and page layout

Mi = mile and d = penny. 1/- = 1 shilling (for example
”2/5d” = 2 shillings and 5 pence). Single = postage for one
letter sheet and double = postage for two letter sheets.

[ ] = References are in brackets giving the surname of
the writer and the year of the issue.

L = The numbering of the London postmarks follows
The British County Catalogue of Postal History 3 (London)
[Jay 2005] which is widely established among the London
postal history collectors; for example L501.

1. General Post

First paid handstamp, without date

_isreng | The header shows where we are in the story.

he first London General Post Paid handstamp is on a
letter dated 18 May 1713. The first version included
only letter “PD".

| postmark.
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he prepayment of postage was indicated with the com-
plete words “Post Paid” in the next version of the Paid

The page title summarizes what is on the page

The story of the collection, the leading of the
topic, is printed in this kind of letter type.

The items that deserve special attention
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Route: A letter from London (Lyons Inn) to Northamptonshire in 1739. Markings:
PD postmark (1.0, used 1712-1768); before the year 1740 this

- highlights — are framed with a wide cyan colo-
red frame.

The reason for deserving attention is explained

rarely used in domestic letters [Willcocks 1978]. Manuscript "6”, means letter
postags. Bishop Mark (1.3) 12.3. on the reverse side. Postal rate: London to North-
amptonshire 66 mi therefore max 80 mi, double (1.6.1711-9.10.1765): 6d.

in the analysis in the cyan colored text.

The analyses of specific items are shown in this
kind of letter type. The analysis is divided into
three parts: route, markings and postal rate.



Own research Even though the topic has already been studied quite

There is no comprehensive study of the London post- carefully, I have been able to make new observations, dis-
al history. Thus, the research demanded a study of wide coveries. These are marked with a * in the Highlights list-
range of sources. ings of the table of contents.

1. GENERAL POST

1.1. The Post in England before the year 1661 ..........ccoccovuveuvnirniuenicrnicnnes 3-5
1.2, BiShOPIMATK ..ottt 6-9
1.3. Morning Duty and Evening DUty ..........ccccovvvvnnninnnnnccne 10-14
1.4. Branch OffiCes .......cccoviiriciiiiiiiiiicicicisccecce e 15-16
1.5. Receiving HOUSES .......cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicce 17-20
1.6. PAYINE ..o 21-30
1.7. DELVETY oo s 31-42
1.8. PoStal RAtes .....c.cvoviiiiiiiiciicc s 43-50

Highlights: the letter during the civil war (p. 5) ® a postmark known to have been used for
only 11 days (p. 8) e the literature does not know the code letter * (p. 8) ® date of use
unknown in the literature * (p.13) e off type postmark (p. 17) ® rare domestic usage (p. 22)
e Jater use than known in the literature * (p. 23) e earlier use than known in the literature %
(p. 25) ® Uniform penny Post first day of usage (p. 46) e very early experimental use of the
black ink (p. 48) ® a postmark unknown in the literature * (p.49)

2. THE LOCAL POST

2.1. The Government Penny Post .........cccccvvivririniniiciininiciciceccaes 51-56
2.2. Povey’s Half-Penny Carriage .........ccccoeeeerueinieennieiieccieeeccee e, 57
2.3. Reorganised London Penny Post 1794-1801 ........ccccoevvvimiiiiinnnnnne. 58-62
2.4. The London Twopenny Post ..........cccoeuriimnininiiniiniinicciicisceeieenes 63-70
2.5. Bye-Post and Cross POst ..o, 71-73
2.6. Transferred General vs. Penny Post .........ccccooeiiiiiriiiccic, 74-77
2.7. MASAIrected ........coocueveiiiiiciici 78-81

Highlights: later use than known in the literature * (p. 58)  a postmark unknown in the
literature * (p.61) e later use than known in the literature * (p. 63) ® later use than
known in the literature * (p. 64) e a postmark unknown in the literature * (p.66) ® earlier
use than known in the literature * (p. 67) e earlier use than known in the literature * (p.
72) e later use than known in the literature * (p. 75)

3. THE OVERSEAS MAIL

3.1. The Merchant POSt ......cveieeeieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 82-84
3.2. The FOreign OffiCe .......cccviueuniueinicuniciiciiciiceeeieeceecie e 85-97
3.3. Ship LELETS ...ouviuiiiiiiiciiciec et 98-101
3.4. The Ship Letter OffiCe ......cccevieunieinieiniciniciricieiceicieecieieienseiennes 102-107
3.5. Registration ..o 108
3.6. London as Postal HUD .........cooooviiiiiiiiceccecceeee e 109-113
3.7. London as Postal Hub because of War .........ccccccoevevecieiecrecienee, 114-115
3.8. The Forwarding AGents ..........cceueuieunieunicunicunicesicieeeeeeseeenseenns 116-117
3.9. End of Stamplessness ..o 118

Highlights: earlier use than known in the literature * (p. 92) e disinfected entire (p. 93) ®
earlier use than known in the literature * (p. 95) ® used two different 'returned’ postmark
(p. 97) e the earliest recorded day of use * (p. 100) e later use than known in the literature
* (p. 102) ¢ two agent handling (p. 117)

4. THE FRANKING SYSTEM

4.1. Privilege to Free of Charge Letters ...........ccccocoeuvieiniiinicinicinicinnnne 119-124
4.2. Local Post Charges ... 125-126
4.3. Sunday POst .......ccccoviviviiiiiiiiiii 127-128

Highlights: exceptionally rare postmark (p. 123)
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