
Introduction – The first flights were conducted with slow, 
still quite rudimentary, unstable planes or lighter-than-
air equipment. Flight legs and trips as a whole were quite 
short.
 The first intercontinental flight that carried mail was 
conducted from Toulouse to Rabat on 1 October 1919. It 
was conducted by a plane owned by the French company. 
The second opened route was between Seville and Larache. 
It was opened on 15 October 1921 and operated by a Span-
ish company.
 The first Atlantic crossing by the Zeppelin was made 
in 1918, but this was across the North Atlantic and did not 
carry any mail. The first Atlantic crossing carrying mail 
was made in May 1930. The flight departed from Germany 
and the destination was Rio de Janeiro via Pernambuco.
 The mail-carrying flight operations really began in the 
first half of 1930s. The British Imperial Airways Services 
began to create its own air routes to South-Africa step by 
step. Nearly at the same time the French were building 
their own route through Western Africa to French Congo. 
 When Italy joined the war in June 1940 the Mediterra-
nean routes were closed. This meant that alternative routes 
had to be established. 
 After the attack on Pearl Harbor both Siam and Malaya 
were attacked by the Japanese on 8 December 1941. There 
was no room for flight routes between Australia and India, 
because Japan controlled the air space.
 The war continued and the forces of the Allies proceed-
ed. The areas of the Axis powers decreased. The old routes 
could be restored to operation.

World War II ended when Japan surrendered on Febru-
ary 9, 1945.

The most important references – American Air Mail Cat-
alogue, Sixth Edition, Volume Three, 2004. • Boule, T., Air-
mails Operations During World War II, 1998. • Proud, E., 
Intercontinental Airmails, Volume One: Transatlantic and 
Pacific, 2008; Volume Two: Asia and Australasia, 2009; Vol-
ume Three: Africa, 2010.

The ’highlights’ – All the The items which de-
serve to be especially mentioned – ’highlights’ 
– are marked using ”amazed gentleman” figure.

Continents are under-
stood to be large, contin-
uous, discrete masses of 
land, ideally separated 
by expanses of water. 
 In this story, the con-
tinents are Eurasia, Africa, North America, South America 
and Oceania.

The exhibit presents how 
the route network of the intercontinental  

civil airmail routes developed 
until Japan surrendered and WWII ended.
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Based on the literature, I have identified 161 route/phase 
combinations according to the topic of the exhibit (see 
www.vakavasti.fi/intercontinental/). This collection pre-
sents all the routes and 140 of the mentioned combina-
tions.


